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Newsletter for October 2020 

Head Start Awareness Month - Head Start has been around for 55 years!  That is amazing!!!!  

  National Pizza Month - Try making homemade pizza. 
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25   World Pasta 
Day 
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27 28   National 
Chocolate Day 
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30    Candy Corn 
Day 

31   Halloween  
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What does it take to be a                                             
Dodge County Head Start                                             

STAR?  
Safe         

I am safe when I play politely with others and follow my teachers’          

directions. 

      RespecTful        

I am respectful when I play cooperatively and am kind to the people 

around me.   

            And  
 

               Responsible 

I am responsible when I think about the choices I am making, try my 
best and take care of the things around me. 

 

At Dodge County Head Start, we have established “Golden Practices” for chil-

dren, parents and staff that align with our theme of “Being A Head Start STAR”. 



What have we been up to? 

We are already 6 weeks into the school year and we have already learned a ton!  We learned about the  
letter C by gluing corn kernels to the number 10 to celebrate the tenth day of school.  We counted out 
twenty number and letter stickers and placed them on a ten frame to make the number twenty for the 
twentieth day of school.  We learned how to use our glue, water colors, and play dough.  We learned the 
rules and daily procedures in the classroom.  Each day we will continue to practice our classroom rules.  
We are learning how to share and how to solve our problems on our own using our solution kit.  We en-
joyed virtual visits with the Kitchen Staff and Miss Jessica via zoom and Miss Tammy took us on a virtual 
tour of our school via zoom.  We will be finishing up our “Beginning of the Year” study this week and 
starting our “Trees” study next week.  

Reminders 

Our new playground is open!  Please make sure your child wears closed toed shoes to school every day so that they may                
enjoy our new playground!  Thank you for completing and returning the Parent-Child connector activities that are sent                
home every Friday!  The completion of these activities with your child helps connect the learning that is going on at                        
school to home learning.  Please check your child's backpack daily for notes or other papers 
from school.  Please email us a family photo to be displayed on our family tree in our classroom. 

Contact Us 

We believe that children learn best when parents and teachers communicate and we want to hear 
from you!  Email: THutton@dcheadstart.com Phone: (402) 721-9022 

                                                                                    Miss Taylor & Miss Janita  

Green Room News 

Blue Room News 

Hello from the Blue Room! 

Wow!  Where did August and September go?!  We have had an amazing first few weeks here in the 
Blue Room.  We have spent time focusing on our rules, schedules and learning about who works at 
our school!  We even got to do a couple zoom meetings with some staff here at Head-Start, it was 
fun!  So far this year we have worked on the letters Cc, Tt, and Aa and the numbers 1, 2, and 3.  In 
the Second Step Social Emotional area, we have learned a lot about listening ears and watching 
eyes.  In addition, we created our own set of classroom rules together so we can be safe.  We are 
just wrapping up our “Beginning of the Year Study”.   

After discussion and a vote, we have decided to do a study on pets next!  We are all excited to learn 
everything we can about pets over the next few weeks.  I am impressed with how well we are all do-
ing with the unusual circumstances surrounding our school year due to Covid-19.  I am so grateful 
we have figured out the way to participate in face to face learning here at school.  Thank you par-
ents for doing such a great job bringing your learner to school with an empty bag, well rested and 
ready to learn!  Also thank you for sharing them with us!  We appreciate you! 

                                                       Miss Dawn and Miss Erina 

                               degr@dcheadstart.com 

mailto:THutton@dcheadstart.com


The Yellow Room has been enjoying learning about all the people who work at our school. We had a Zoom 
visit with Ms. Liz and Ms. Amanda and took a virtual tour of the school. We have been talking about how 
we all work together to keep each other and our school safe. You may hear your child talk about using 
your atten-a-scopes to focus and pay attention. We are encouraging the children to use them at home, 
on the bus, on the playground and in the classroom. We say “Hocus pocus, everybody focus.” Overall, we 
are getting the hang of following our rules to be Safe, Responsible and Respectful. Way to go, Yellow 
Room!! 

We were super excited for our playground to finally open. We had been peeking at the construction 
workers out of our window, anxiously waiting for the day to get outside and try out the new, fun things.  

Our favorite activity has been making gingerbread playdough to go along with the story The Ginger-
bread Man. They enjoyed measuring, mixing and kneading the dough. It smelled delicious! 

                                                Miss Stephanie, Miss Leticia, & Miss Sammy  

                                                              smyron@dcheadstart.com 

Yellow Room News 

Red Room News 

Dear Red Room Parents,  

 That first month of the school year went by so fast!  The children have been getting use to their new 
classroom as well as meeting their new friends.  They have been working hard on learning their new class-
room rules.  Our classroom rules are 1) use SAFE walking feet; 2) use an inside RESPECTFUL voice; and 
3) be RESPONSIBLE by picking up our toys.  It would greatly help us if you discuss these rules with your 
child and help explain to them why rules at school are important.  These rules will help us have a safe, fun 
learning environment all year.   

Besides learning about the rules, the children have also learned about the letters C, A and T; about 
the numbers 1-3; about the color yellow and circles.  This week we talked about other people that work at 
our school and we had a few visitors over zoom, to tell us more about their job.  The children really enjoyed 
meeting someone new over zoom!  In addition, this week we have been reading the book “The Gingerbread 
Man.”  We had a ‘Gingerbread Man’ in our classroom and he ran away.  During one of our zoom calls, our 
visitor helped us find our friend the Gingerbread Man, while she was giving us a tour of the building. You 
should ask your child if they remember how the Gingerbread Man got out of our room and where we found 
him! 

Next month, the children will continue to learn about letters M, H and S and numbers 4-6 as well as 
the color Orange and Squares. We will also start talking about the word family “_at.” For example, bat, cat, 
hat, mat, etc.  

Keep up the hard work on those Parent/Child Connectors.  Remember the Parent/Child Connectors 
offer you an opportunity to observe and engage in your child’s educational progress while modeling a posi-
tive attitude toward school and the importance of learning.  The Parent/Child Connectors do not expire.  You 
do not have to return them right away on that following Monday.  Work on them as you can and place them 
in the blue box outside the building as you drop off or pick up your child.  

 
                                                                   -Thanks Miss Dani and Miss Amber 
                                                                        
                                                                           dhunnel@dcheadstart.com 



Calling all parents! 

We need you! 
Parents are immersed within every fiber of our program; their voice is important, and we want to ensure it is 

heard, supported and respected.   Policy Council is a great opportunity to be part of the group that makes 

decisions for our program.  It is considered one of our governing boards.  Policy Council also has members of 

our community who believe in Head Start’s philosophy and programs and can share their thoughts during 

the Policy Council meeting.  Parents have an opportunity to serve as Chairperson, Vice Chair, or Secretary.  

Parents have voting authority on any business requiring a vote at Policy Council.  This is the power of your 

voice! 

Policy Council meets once a month.  During that time, we discuss topics such as: updates, policies, person-

nel changes, programmatic changes and funding.   

If you wish to be involved, you just have to be a Head Start or Early Head Start parent.  Please talk with your 

Family Service Worker or Kristen if you are interested in more information. 

 

 

 

 

 

¡Llamando a todos los padres!  

¡Te necesitamos! 

Los padres están inmersos en cada fibra de nuestro programa; su voz es importante y queremos 

asegurarnos de que sea escuchada, apoyada y respetada. El Consejo de Políticas es una gran oportunidad 

para ser parte del grupo que toma decisiones para nuestro programa. Se considera una de nuestras juntas 

directivas. El Consejo de Políticas también tiene miembros de nuestra comunidad que creen en la filosofía y 

los programas de Head Start y pueden compartir sus pensamientos durante la reunión del Consejo de Polí-

ticas. Los padres tienen la oportunidad de servir como presidente, vicepresidente o secretario. Los padres 

tienen autoridad para votar en cualquier asunto que requiera un voto en el Consejo de Política. ¡Este es el 

poder de tu voz! 

El Consejo de Políticas se reúne una vez al mes. Durante ese tiempo, discutimos temas como: actualiza-

ciones, políticas, cambios de personal, cambios programáticos y financiamiento. 

Si desea participar, solo tiene que ser padre de Head Start o Early Head Start. Hable con su Trabajador de 

Servicios Familiares o con Kristen si está interesado en obtener más información. 



News From Early Head Start 

Hello all! We are the Early Head Start Home Visiting team; Miss Delaney and Miss Amanda. We are so lucky that we 
get to work with children and families from pregnancy until age 3! We are so excited about this school year and the fun 
things to come!  We thought we would take a minute and introduce ourselves and what we do. 
 
Miss Amanda:   
I have been working at Head Start for 9 years. I began as a Head Start parent and have worked as a teacher assistant, lead 
teacher, and now a Family Service Worker/Home Visitor. I have been doing home visitation for the past 5 years. I gradu-
ated, as a non-traditional student, 2 years ago with a Bachelor’s Degree in Early Childhood Development. 
 
Miss Delaney:  
I have been a home visitor/family service worker at Dodge County Head Start for 4 years now and I love getting to know 
each of my families. I have worked in education for the last 10 years. When I was young, I always wanted to become a 
teacher and work with young, bright minds. 
  
A little about what we do as Early Head Start Home Visitors:   
As you all may know a lot has changed for us, with home visitation, since COVID-19 has occurred. For Early Head Start 
the typical weekly home visits, of 90 minutes, has been modified to fit the needs and abilities of each family we are 
working with. In most cases, we are doing virtual visits with families, on Zoom, FaceTime, or Duo, for 30 minutes to an 
hour weekly.  
 
As Home Visitors, we are here to support families, in their 
role as their child’s first teacher. We introduce families to the 
importance of early learning and, provide specific strategies 
and activities for advancing each child’s physical, cognitive, 
social and emotional, language, and literacy development 
with the support of the Growing Great Kids Curriculum. 
Each week the home visitor and the family plan ways to help 
the child learn using parent-child interactions, daily routines, 
and household materials.  
 
As Home Visitors, we also assist families in meeting their goals across a wide variety of domains, such as housing            
stability, continued education, and financial security. The collaboration we strive to achieve with families to identify 
needed areas of intervention and identify the best local resources to fit those needs. 
 
We are adjusting to doing things virtually and preparing to roll out a virtual option for infant and toddler socialization 
opportunities. We love, love, love to get together with groups of families that all have infants and/or toddlers but with 
COVID we are going virtual! Please look for more to come in the next couple of weeks! 
 
If you are interested in home visitation or would be interested in learning more about our virtual infant/toddler                        
socialization, please feel free to contact either Miss Amanda or Miss Delaney. 

 

 

Amanda -- 402-909-3102           Delaney -- 402-909-2679 

amandas@dcheadstart.com      dwickwire@dcheadstart.com 



News From the Family Service Workers 

About Us 
 

Name: Jessica Schmidt     jschmidt@dcheadstart.com 
Favorite Food/s: Italian (aka Olive Garden) or Chinese Food 
Favorite Snack: Cheetos Paws 
Favorite Book/Author: Maya Banks 
Fun Fact: I love to bake and cook in my spare time! 
Hobbies: Reading, Spending time w/ family & friends, Walking 
Fur Babies: I have two, Milo and Diesel! 

 
Name: Elizabeth Lango (Liz)      elango@dcheadstart.com 

Favorite Food: Chicken Fettucine Alfredo with Broccoli and Chicken 
Favorite Snack(s): Hot Cheetos, Watermelon Sour Patch Kids 

Favorite Author/s: Stephanie Meyer & Nora Roberts 
Fun Fact: I love smiley faces (stickers, coffee mugs, etc.) ☺ 

Hobbies: Crochet, Reading, Painting and Crafting 
Fur Babies: Cowboy (dog), Ginger (kitten) 

 

*We facilitate the Parent Committee Meetings once a month. We typically send flyers with RSVP towards the 
end of the month and these meetings are about topics that parents/guardians want to learn more about. Due 
to COVID, we will be doing our Parent Committee Meetings virtually. We will look forward to sharing this time 

with you and to help you learn more about yourself and your family!  

 

 

 

Acerca de Nosotros 
 

Nombre: Jessica Schmidt     jschmidt@dcheadstart.com 
Comidas Favoritas: Italiana (Olive Garden) o comida China 
Merienda Favorito: Cheetos Paws 
Autor Favorito: Maya Banks 
Dato Curioso: Me gusta hornear y cocinar en mi tiempo libre. 
Pasatiempos: Leer, pasar tiempo con la familia y amigos, y caminar 
Mascotas: Tengo dos, Milo y Diesel! 

 

Nombre: Elizabeth Lango (Liz)     elango@dcheadstart.com 
Comida Favorita: Fettucine Alfredo con Broccoli y Pollo 

Meriendas Favoritos: Hot Cheetos, Watermelon Sour Patch Kids 
Autor/s Favoritos: Stephanie Meyer & Nora Roberts 

Dato Curioso: Me encantan las caras sonrientes (pegatinas, tazas de café, etc.)  
     Pasatiempos: Croché, Leer, Pintar y Artesanía 

Mascotas: Cowboy (perro) y Ginger (gatito) 

 

*Facilitamos el Comité de Padres una vez al mes. Normalmente enviamos folletos con RSVP hacia el fínal del 
mes y estas reuniones son sobre temas sobre los que los padres/guardianes quieren aprender más. Debido a 
COVID, vamos a hacer nuestras juntas del Comité de Padres virtualmente. Esperamos poder compartir este 

tiempo con usted y ayudarle a aprender más sobre usted y su familia! 



What does it take to be a  

Dodge County Head Start  

STAR?  
Safe 

I am safe when I play politely with others and fol-

low my teachers’ directions. 

RespecTful 

I am respectful when I play cooperatively and 

am kind to the people around me. 

And 

 

Responsible 

I am responsible when I think about 
the choices I am making, try my best 

and take care of the things around me. 
 

 

 

 

At Dodge County Head Start, we have established “Golden Practices” for children, parents and staff that align with our 
theme of “Being A Head Start STAR”.  The next two pages include a copy of the “Golden Practices” for children and 



 

Qué se necesita para ser un 

STAR (Estrella) 

De Dodge County Head Start? 
 

Safe/Seguro 

Estoy seguro cuando juego cortésmente con otros 

y sigo las instrucciones de mi maestro/a. 

RespecTful/Respetuoso 

Soy respetuoso cuando juego en cooperación y 

soy amable con las personas a mí alrededor. 

And / y 

 

Responsible/ 

      Responsable 

Soy responsable cuando pienso en las 
decisiones que tomo, hago mi mejor 
esfuerzo y cuido las cosas a mí 

alrededor. 
 
 
 
En Dodge County Head Start, hemos establecido “Golden Practices/Prácticas de Oro” para niños, padres y personal 
que se alinean con nuestro tema de “Being A Head Start STAR/Ser Una Estrella De Head Start”.  Las dos páginas 






















